
PUBLIC USE PHOTOCOPIER COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

Copying Under the Copyright Act 
 
Canada’s Copyright Act provides for civil and criminal penalties for copyright infringement.  
Under the Act, it is illegal to copy most published materials without permission.  However, you 
may copy the following: 
 

 Works whose authors died more than 50 years ago. 

 Portions of works for the purpose of private study, research, criticism, review or 
newspaper summary known as ‘fair dealing’ under the Act.  The limits of fair dealing 
copying have not yet been defined in the Act or in case law. 

 Works where the copyright owner has given their express permission (in the work itself or 
otherwise). 

Example:  The federal government permits copying of all federal laws, and the British 
Columbia Queen’s Printer permits single copies for private research of BC statutes and 
regulations.  If you require further information regarding the copying of BC government 
publications, contact the Queen’s Printer:  1 800 663 6105. 

 

Use the following link to access the complete version of the Copyright Act:  
http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-42/index.html. 

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-42/index.html


PUBLIC USE PHOTOCOPIER COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

Copying Under the CANCOPY License 
 
To authorize copying beyond what is permitted under the Copyright Act, the Province of British Columbia 
has signed, on behalf of BC public libraries, a license with CANCOPY, a nonprofit organization 
representing Canadian and foreign authors and publishers.  Under the CANCOPY LICENSE: 
 

 

YOU MAY COPY: 

 Most published works, including books, 
magazines, newspapers and journals, as long 
as the work is published in a country covered by 
a CANCOPY license, including: 
CANADA, USA, UNITED KINGDOM, 
AUSTRALIA, DENMARK, FRANCE, 
GERMANY, ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY, 
LIECHTENSTEIN, MALTA, NETHERLANDS, 
NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, SOUTH AFRICA, 
SPAIN OR SWITZERLAND 

 Up to 10% of a published work, or more than 
10% if it is: 

o an entire newspaper article or page 

o a whole chapter, which is no more than 
20% of a book 

o a single short story, play, poem, essay; or 
an article from a book, magazine issue or 
set of conference proceedings 

o an entire reproduction of an artistic work 
from a book or magazine issue; or 

o an entire entry from an encyclopædia, 
dictionary, annotated bibliography or 
similar reference work. 

Multiple copies are permitted. 

CREDITS:  You are encouraged to credit the 
author and the publisher of the work copied on 
at least one page of all copies made and note:  
‘This material has been copied under License 
from Access Copyright.  Sale or further copying 
of this material is strictly prohibited.’ 

COPYRIGHT INFRINGEMENT:  You are 
encouraged to notify Library Staff of any 
allegations of copyright infringement under this 
License. 

ABOUT ACCESS COPYRIGHT: 

Consult the CANCOPY website at 
www.accesscopyright.com 
 

 

UNLESS PERMITTED UNDER THE COPYRIGHT 
ACT OR BY THE COPYRIGHT OWNER 

 

1.  YOU MAY NOT COPY: 

 instruction manuals, including manuals for 
appliances, office equipment and computer 
software 

 advertisements 

 consumable materials such as workbooks 

 business case studies and commercial newsletter 

 print music 

 unpublished works 

 different parts of the same work within a twelve 
month period beyond the limits of allowable copying 
under this License 

 

2.  YOU MAY NOT MAKE COPIES OF A 
PUBLISHED WORK: 

 for sale or resale 

 for use in association with partisan political 
activities or endorsements, or a cause or institution, 
or in association with advertising or sale of a 
commercial product or service 

 that is available for purchase as a separate 
publication 

 as a substitute for a published work that would 
ordinarily be purchased 

 published in a country without a CANCOPY license, 
such as CHINA or INDIA 

For a complete list of the exclusions under this License, 
or for a copy of the Copyright Act, see Library Staff. 

This notice may not be amended without permission from the Public Library Services Branch, Ministry of Education, 
Province of British Columbia © 1999 

http://www.accesscopyright.com/


INFORMATION FOR LIBRARY STAFF – COPYING LICENSE FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
 

Copying Under the Copyright Act 

Canada’s Copyright Act provides for civil and criminal penalties for copyright infringement.  Under the Act, 
it is illegal to copy most published materials without permission.  However, you may copy the following: 

 Works whose authors died more than 50 years ago. 

 Portions of works for the purpose of private study, research, criticism, review or newspaper 
summary known as ‘fair dealing’ under the Act.  The limits of fair dealing copying have not yet 
been defined in the Act or in case law. 

 Works where the copyright owner has given their express permission (in the work itself or 
otherwise). 

Example:  The federal government permits copying of all federal laws, and the British Columbia 
Queen’s Printer permits single copies for private research of BC statutes and regulations.  If you 
require further information regarding the copying of BC government publications, contact the 
Queen’s Printer:  1 800 663 6105. 

 
Copying Under the CANCOPY License 

To authorize copying beyond what is permitted under the Copyright Act, the Province of British Columbia 
has signed, on behalf of BC public libraries, a license with CANCOPY, a nonprofit organization 
representing Canadian and foreign authors and publishers.  Under the CANCOPY LICENSE: 

 

YOU MAY COPY: 

 Most published works, including books, 
magazines, newspapers and journals, as long as 
the work is published in a country covered by a 
CANCOPY license, including: 
CANADA, USA, UNITED KINGDOM, 
AUSTRALIA, DENMARK, FRANCE, GERMANY, 
ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY, LIECHTENSTEIN, 
MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, 
NORWAY, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN OR 
SWITZERLAND 

 Up to 10% of a published work, or more than 
10% if it is: 

o an entire newspaper article or page 
o a whole chapter, which is no more than 20% 

of a book 
o a single short story, play, poem, essay; or an 

article from a book, magazine issue or set of 
conference proceedings 

o an entire reproduction of an artistic work 
from a book or magazine issue; or 

o an entire entry from an encyclopædia, 
dictionary, annotated bibliography or similar 
reference work. 

Multiple copies are permitted. 

UNLESS PERMITTED UNDER THE COPYRIGHT 
ACT OR BY THE COPYRIGHT OWNER 

1.  YOU MAY NOT COPY: 

 instruction manuals, including manuals for appliances, 
office equipment and computer software 

 advertisements 

 consumable materials such as workbooks 

 business case studies and commercial newsletter 

 print music 

 unpublished works 

 different parts of the same work within a twelve month 
period beyond the limits of allowable copying under 
this License 

2.  YOU MAY NOT MAKE COPIES OF A 
PUBLISHED WORK: 

 for sale or resale 

 for use in association with partisan political activities 
or endorsements, or a cause or institution, or in 
association with advertising or sale of a commercial 
product or service 

 that is available for purchase as a separate 
publication 

 as a substitute for a published work that would 
ordinarily be purchased 

 published in a country without a CANCOPY license, 
such as CHINA or INDIA 

For a complete list of the exclusions under this License, or 
for a copy of the Copyright Act, see Library Staff. 

 


